Space Debris Affirmative

WDCA Argument Summary

Summary:

Sixty years of space flight have left enormous amounts of junk orbiting the Earth. As more and more space missions occur, the amount of this space debris will increase, making it more dangerous to send missions into outer space and threatening space assets that are already in orbit. 

The affirmative plan proposes to implement a process of cleaning up this space debris in order to prevent the destruction of satellites currently in orbit and to ensure safe passage of future space missions.  Failure to clean-up debris will inevitably make any space travel unsafe because it will be too dangerous to go into outer space.  Additionally, failure to clean up debris will also hurt U.S. military power because the United States relies on satellites to conduct many of its military operations globally, and hurt the global economy because of the destruction of satellites that companies rely on to operate. 

Key Words to Know:

Debris: Scattered fragments, typically of something wrecked or destroyed. Space debris refers to junk that is jettisoned from spacecraft in outer space, usually during launch. This junk then continues to orbit the Earth, sometimes in perpetuity.  Pronounced de-BREE.
Hegemony: Leadership or dominance, esp. by one country or social group over others.  In the context of the Space Debris Affirmative (and most debate arguments) hegemony refers to U.S. military, economic, and social-political power. Hegemony is pronounced ‘hedge-EH-money’. It is also sometimes abbreviated ‘Heg’ in debate, which is pronounced ‘hedge’.

Proliferation: Rapid increase in numbers.  In debate, proliferation usually refers to nuclear proliferation, which is the spread of nuclear weapons to non-nuclear weapons states, or the build up of nuclear weapons in states that already have them.
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Low-Earth Orbit (LEO): An orbit within the locus extending from the Earth’s surface up to an altitude of 2,000 km. surface. With the exception of the lunar flights of the Apollo program, all human spaceflights have either been orbital in LEO or sub-orbital.
Inherency:

In the status quo, missions to space have left an enormous about of junk orbiting the Earth. This junk threatens space travel and existing satellite instillations in space because of the potential of debris to collide and destroy these space assets.  While some attempts have been undertaken to remove some of this debris, these attempts are hardly enough to solve the problem. 

Plan Text: 
The United States Federal Government should significantly increase its space exploration and/or development beyond the earth's mesosphere by engaging in an immediate program of active space debris removal.

Advantage 1: Hegemony

The U.S. military increasingly relies on satellites to operate effectively. The U.S. military relies on satellites for communications, surveillance, and general operation. The affirmative argues that the U.S. military would become crippled in the event that it loses its military satellites, which would destroy U.S. hegemony. The affirmative goes on to argue that U.S. military power is the singular force preventing global instability and nuclear proliferation. In the event that the U.S. military loses its edge, countries would attempt the challenge the United States by rapidly developing nuclear weapons. The rapid spread of nuclear weapons, or, nuclear proliferation, would ultimately end in global nuclear war.
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Advantage 2:  Economy

In addition to military satellites, there are also private companies that have satellites orbiting the Earth (think about global communication companies like AT&T) that rely on satellites to conduct their day-to-day business.  Should their satellites become subject to harm due to space debris, these companies will suffer enormous losses, which will tank the already fragile U.S. economy. Furthermore, a second collapse of the U.S. economy will ruin the global economy and lead to major power war. 

Advantage 3: The Future of Humanity in Space

As more and more space debris builds up, it will become unsafe to launch any missions into outer space, particularly missions that are conducted in low-Earth orbit.  Failure of humanity conduct space missions will make colonization of other habitable spaces impossible, and in the event of a catastrophic event on Earth (an asteroid collision, for example), the human race would become extinct due to our failure to colonize another habitable space. 
Solvency:

The solvency evidence in the Space Debris Affirmative indicates that we currently have the technology to track and remove space debris – all we need to do is act. 

By removing space debris, the United States is ensuring that:

1. U.S. military satellites are safe from harm caused by debris

2. Commercial satellites are safe from harm caused by debris, and;

3. Future space missions can be launched in low-Earth orbit without fear of collision with space debris

