Moon Base Affirmative

WDCA Argument Summary

Summary:

The Moon Base Affirmative proposes to establish a habitable, sustainable colony on the moon.  As the affirmative, you will argue that this is good for two reasons: First, it’s important to establish a moon base to ensure the future of humanity in the event of some catastrophic event on Earth. Second, the funding of a lunar base will pump money into the floundering U.S. aerospace industry, which is key to saving the wider U.S. economy. 

Key Works to Know:

NASA: National Aeronautics and Space Administration. NASA is the agency responsible for administering the United States’ civilian space program. 

Inevitable: Certain to happen; unavoidable. When you’re affirmative, you argue that human extinction is inevitable due to things like global warming and nuclear proliferation. 

Aerospace Industry: ‘Aerospace industry’ is a term that generally applies to companies around the United States and the world that develop technology used in aviation. Two examples of companies in the aerospace industry are Boeing and Lockheed Martin. 
Inherency:

In the status quo, NASA has abandoned all plans to go to the moon. More generally, the future of U.S. space travel is bleak following President Obama’s cancellation of the Constellation Program, a program initiated by the Bush administration that aimed to take Americans back to the moon. 
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Plan Text: 

The United States Federal Government should substantially increase development and exploration of space beyond Earth’s mesosphere by establishing a lunar colony.
Advantage 1: Get Off the Rock

The affirmative claims that building a lunar (moon) base is important because, in order to avoid inevitable extinction, humanity needs to develop sustainable living spaces in other parts of the solar system.  Life on Earth is fragile – things like global warming, the spread of nuclear weapons, disease, and other factors make it very possible that Earth will not be habitable in the foreseeable future.  In order to ensure the future of the human race, the United States needs to take the lead in building settlements off of the planet Earth, or, ‘off the rock’. 

Advantage 2: Aerospace Industry

The affirmative also claims that building a lunar base is important is to save the aerospace industry and the U.S. economy.  Over the past several years, the aerospace industry has undergone tough times as a result of the global economic recession. As a linchpin of the U.S. and the global economy, it’s more important than ever for the United States to ensure the success of companies that make up the aerospace industry. By investing in space exploration, the United States federal government and NASA will be investing massive amounts of money into these firms to aid in the development of the proposed moon base.  Failure to prop up the aerospace industry will mean the continued decline of the overall U.S. economy and ultimately will lead to a major war as the result of U.S. economic decline. 

Solvency:

The affirmative claims that building a lunar base will simultaneously take the first step in establishing a sustainable habitat away from Earth and that the initial investment by the U.S. federal government will pump enough money into the aerospace industry to save it from decline. 

